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South Windsor High School 
South Windsor, Connecticut 

 
Advanced Placement Economics 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
2018-2019 

Teacher:  Rich Mabey Email:   rmabey@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
  

Adopted by Social Studies Department    Date:  May 28, 2017 
Teacher Names: Rich Mabey 
 

                    South Windsor High School: 860-648-5000 
 

Course Overview: 
 
  “The savage struggle for a crumb that has converted mankind into wolves and sheep.” 

- ALEXANDER BERKMAN 
“Give me a one-handed economist! All my economists say, “on the one hand…on the other.” 

- HARRY S. TRUMAN 
 

Economics surrounds us daily in our pursuit to survive, strive and succeed.  The Economy has been a major topic of conversation 
since the Fall of 2008 through this time and dominated the 2016 Presidential Election in the U.S..  We are still dealing with a 
shifting economy and the United States fiscal health is a major concern as our National Debt surges past $20 Trillion.  Economics 
deals with money, prices, wages, demand, supply, profit, loss, employment, deficits and debts, discrimination, income 
distribution, health care, politics, history and SCARCITY.  Economics continuously struggles to answer the BIG THREE 
questions of WHAT?  HOW?  FOR WHOM?  The likes of Karl Marx, Adam Smith and John Maynard Keynes, T.R. Malthus 
agree to disagree on how these questions should be answered.  Economists today debate the role of the government, the Federal 
Reserve Board (Federal Reserve Chairwoman Janet Louise Yellen), employers, employees, minimum wages, tax policies and 
how much impact each has on the economy.  The Economics journey is quite simple – the “limited” resources that our society 
produces matched with the “unlimited” wants of its consumers but gets more complex in our Global Economy.  We will examine 
the answers to these questions and pose many more on our way to understanding Economics and all its usefulness.   
 
The Central Purpose of this course is to examine the theories and processes of Macroeconomics (1/2 the school year) and 
Microeconomics (1/2 the school year).  Macro, represents the “big picture” or general condition of the economy whereas Micro, 
represents the specific dealings of industries, corporations and individuals.  In the end, you will be a much more knowledgeable 
consumer in the world economy, may have some new economic theories of your own.  You may even have begun to develop 
some entrepreneurial dreams of your own.  The goal is to make you think like economists first, challenge old and new theories, 
present some of your own and have a clear understanding of how our Mixed Economy operates.  A.P. Economics is a very 
challenging course due to the material and subject area being relatively new to you.   

Vision of the Successful Student and Core Competencies:  

As a result of enrollment in this course, students will: 
 

 Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in economics. 
 Demonstrate an understanding of economic concepts and theories. 
 Describe the interaction of consumers, producers and the government in our global economy. 
 Understand the characteristics of and interactions among economic systems and institutions. 
 Interpret economic information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, including electronic media. 
 Demonstrate an ability to participate in economics discourse through informed discussion, debate and effective oral 

presentation of evidence. 
 Use evidence to identify, analyze, and evaluate historical interpretations as they pertain to economics. 
 Apply appropriate economic concepts and methods in proposing and evaluating solutions to contemporary problems. 
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 Apply theories and concepts to solving economic problems covering a variety of scenarios. 

 Demonstrate an ability to interpret, create and utilize a serious of graphs and economic tools to solve problems. 

 
Materials: 
 
 
TEXTBOOK:   Economics (21st Edition, c 2018), McConnell/Brue/Flynn   

There will be regular reading assignments, assigned problems and an on line component with this Text.  We will also utilize 
several other supplemental AP materials for problems, questions, etc..   

 
Evidence of Student Learning: 
 
 
Homework:  Some examples of homework may include:  reading, summarizing, note-taking, discussion questions, 
problem solving, defining vocabulary, and/or other learning tasks assigned by the teacher.  Homework will count for 10% of 
the total grade. 
 
Performance Tasks:  Some examples of performance tasks may include graphing, problem solving, projects, peer 
collaboration, reading analysis, class work, free response questions and/or other performance tasks as assigned by the teacher.  
Performance tasks will count for 40% of the total grade.      
 
Various assessments/Quizzes/Tests: Various assessments will be given periodically to check for student understanding of 
economics skills and content to prepare them for the AP examinations in May.  Examples of assessments may include:  
Objective tests (multiple choice, matching, vocabulary, true/false), free response questions, short answer responses and other 
assessments the teacher may assign. Various assessments, quizzes, and tests will count for 50% of the total grade. 

 

2019 A.P. Exams: 

Wednesday, MAY 15th (Macroeconomics AP Exam in the afternoon) 

Friday, MAY 17th (Microeconomics AP Exam in the morning) 

 
 
 

A.P. Economics 
 

Student:    I have read this document and understand the expectations for this course. 
 

________________________________________________________  __________________ 
                   Student’s Signature      Date 
 
Parent:  My daughter/son has shared the course expectations with me. 
 

________________________________________________________  ___________________ 
                   Parent Signature      Date 
 


